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ference took place in June in Tallinn.
Delegates to the conference

talked about use of the Internet to
provide information and to enhance
citizen participation in society.  They
could discuss and analyse the situa-
tion of E-democracy and the related
realities and visions.

THE CONFERENCE
The conference was opened by

Estonian Prime Minister Andrus
Ansip.  Then Professor Marju
Lauristin from Tartu University re-
viewed the influences of ICT in a so-
ciety.  Problems and challenges re-
lated to the guarantee of fundamen-
tal civil rights and freedoms in the
Information Society were analysed
by Urmas Reinsalu, chairman of the
Constitutional Committee of
Estonia’s Parliament. Developmen-
tal objectives for the Information
Society in Estonia through the year
2010 were presented.

International experience was dis-
cussed by two leading E-democracy
researchers and practitioners –
Professor Stephen Coleman, who is
the first E-democracy professor in the

world.  In a book,
“Bowling Toget-
her”, he has lo-
oked at what the
Internet and ICT
can do in helping
to develop democ-
racy. In this, he
has opposed the
views of Robert
Putnam, who
wrote the well-
known book “Bow-
ling Alone”.  Also
present was Isobel
Harding, director
of the Centre of

TODAY I DECIDE
Five years ago, in June 2001,

Estonia’s government launched its
direct democracy portal, known as
“Today I Decide” (TOM).  It was the
first attempt to launch a discussion
between the government and
Estonia’s residents about the possi-
bilities of the Internet and of infor-
mation and communications tech-
nologies (ICT).  It can be said that
TOM gave birth to E-democracy in
Estonia, as the aim of the portal was
to bring people into decision-making
processes so that they could influence
legislative procedures.

The Information Society has de-
veloped rapidly in Estonia during the
last five years, but has it influenced
democracy?  Have the new media
been used by the public authorities?
What has happened to TOM?  The
“Democracy in an Information
Society” conference was organised by
the E-Governance Academy Foun-
dation and the Estonian State
Chancellery to find answers to these
questions and to analyse the latest
initiatives in E-democracy in Estonia
and elsewhere in the world.  The con-

Excellence for E-Democracy.  She has
been responsible for one of the most
successful and widely recognised 
local E-democracy projects in the
United Kingdom.

At a panel discussion led by Liia
Hßnni, a former MP who has actively
promoted E-democracy in Estonia,
five-year progress in the field was re-
viewed.  The results of four analyses
projects carried out by the E-Go-
vernance Academy in advance of the
conference were presented. These
were about the present state of E-par-
ticipation both at the central and local
government level, about the virtual
face of political parties in Estonia, as
well about the first five years of the di-
rect democracy portal TOM. The expe-
rience of the first nationwide E-vote in
the World held during local govern-
ment elections in October 2005, and
the development of the new national
participation portal shows the govern-
ment’s willingness to increase the po-
litical engagement of its citizens.

CONCLUSION
Lively discussions throughout the

conference and later showed that
there is remarkable interest in the
development of E-democracy in
Estonia – among the public authori-
ties, members of the civil society,
academia and the media.

A birthday cake was enjoyed by
all conference participants to cele-
brate TOM’s 5th anniversary.  May
there be many more anniversaries in
the future! Together, we debated on
the problems of E-democracy and
tried to find a common vision for the
future. ❏
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The øDemocracy in an Information Societyø conference was held in Tallinn in
June 2006.  The aim was to promote the use of the Internet to provide informa-
tion and enhance citizen participation in society.

Discussing the situation of E-democracy in Estonia

Stephen Coleman, the world’s first
E-democracy professor


